QUESTIONS ABOUT THE AUTHOR’s
WRITING

How do you develop your plot and characters?
The concept comes first, followed by the characters. I like to flesh out my characters using detailed
character sheets. Once I know how they behave, these characters drive the story. As a plotter, I plan
using beat sheets and outlining.

How much ‘world building’ takes place before you start writing?
It varies depending on the complexity of the book’s setting. For my upcoming Winter’s Magic series, I
spent a lot of time creating the magic world using published advice from various fantasy authors. I
have a written a whole reference book just on the lore and setting which I often refer to.

Do you have a favourite character that you have written? If so, who?
Brendan Winters is flirtatious, fun, and sexy. I can’t wait for the world to meet him!

How many books have you written? Which is your favourite?
I have written a total of 7 books, 2 of which have been published, with a 3rd coming out soon. The
others are in various draft stages. My favourite thus far is Winter’s Thrall—part 2.5 in the Winter’s
Magic series—because it is my darkest and most thrilling.

You’ve written contemporary romance and paranormal romance. Do you have a
preference?
Paranormal romance is my favourite because I love creating magical worlds. I guess I have my years
of running tabletop role-playing campaigns to thank for this.
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What is the key theme and/or message in the series?
Things are often not as they seem. Friend or foe? Good or evil? Secrets. Glamour is a common spell
used to disguise magic from the human world and it also symbolises this distortion of belief.

What is the significance of the title?
The Winter’s part refers to the main characters’ family name which comes from their link to the
Celtic goddess Cailleach: the divine hag and creator of winter. Maiden represents Alannah’s stage of
life and ties in with the pagan concept of the triple goddess: The Maiden, The Mother, and The
Crone. The series will follow Alannah’s progression through each of these stages.

Tell us about the process for coming up with the cover.
I wanted original art for the covers of this series, and I wanted to support a local business, so I
discovered Jana Hoffman through my contacts in the local fantasy art scene. I told her about the
story, gave her a briefing, and she got to work. I loved the results and can’t wait to see what she
comes up with for the rest of the series.

Can you give us some insight into what makes Alannah tick?
Like a typical ESFP (Entertainer), she is bold, observant, original, and values aesthetics. But she is
also sensitive, conflict-averse, easily bored, and unfocussed.

What was the highlight of writing this book?
Watching my characters come to life and take over the story writing.
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What do you like to do when you are not writing?
Reading mostly, but also gaming, watching Netflix, belly dancing, and scrapbooking.

What was your dream job when you were younger?
From the age of 15, I wanted to doing something scientific, so I studied a double degree in
microbiology and chemistry when I first went to uni. At the time I had no idea how hard it would be
to get work in this field.

What is the best time of day for you?
The evening. I come alive at night and I am definitely not a morning person.

Who is your hero?
Anne Rice, a powerful role model for female authors and one of the great writers of magical realism
and paranormal romance.

If you could only have one season, what would it be?
Autumn. Mild weather, pretty colours, and less hay fever.



